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6 CAP. 156] Immigration

CHAPTER 156
Ch. 163,
RL. 1958 IMMIGRATION
CAP.121,
R.E.1980-1990.
7 of 1963. [1st January, 1958]
400f 1963.
30f 1965.
10f 1966.
12 of 1986.
70f 1987.
220f 1987.
11 0f 1998.
17 of 1999.
Shorttitle. 1. ThisAct may becited asthelmmigration Act.
Interpretation. 2.-(1) InthisAct, unlessthecontext otherwiserequires-
12 of 1986. “dien” meansapersonwhoisnether acitizen of Belizenor aCommonwesdlth
dtizen;
“departs’ or “leaves’ includesdepartureor leaving by any form of conveyance
or on foot and referencesto departure and leaving shall, unlessthe context
otherwiseimplies, be deemed to includereferencesto attempting to depart or
leave;
“dependent” in relation to another person, means-
(@ thewifeof such person, unlesssheisliving apart fromhim
under adeed of separation or the decree of acompetent court;
(b) the child or step-child under the age of sixteen years, of such
person,
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(© an adopted child under the age of sixteen yearshaving been
adopted by such personinamanner recognised by law;

“Director of Immigrationand Nationality Services’ meansaperson appointed
assuch by the Governor-General acting in accordancewith the advice of the
PrimeMiniger;

“domicil” meansthe placeinwhich aperson hashispresent homeor inwhich
heresidesor towhich hereturnsashis place of present permanent abode and
not for amere special or temporary purpose;

“emigrant” meansapersonwholeavesBelizefor aplaceouts de Bdlize, whether
for thefirst or at any subsequent time;

“immigrant” meansaperson who enters Belizefrom aplace outside Belize,
whether for thefirst or at any subsequent time;

“immigration officer” meansanimmigration officer appointed under thisAct,
the Senior Immigration Officer, or any policeofficer authorised by the Director
of Immigration and Nationdity Servicesto act onhisbehdf, andincludeswhere
the context permitsthe Director of Immigration and Nationality Services,

“lands’ or “enters’ includesarrival or entry by any form of conveyance or on
foot or by swimming, and referencesto landing or entering shall, unlessthe
context otherwiseimplies, be deemed to includereferencesto attempting to
land;

“master” meansthe person having command or charge of avessd;

“passport” meansavalid passport referring to the person producingiit, fur-
nished with aphotograph of such personand duly issued to him by or on behalf
of the Government of the country of which heisasubject or acitizen, and for
aperiod which, according to the laws of that country, has not expired, and
includesacertificate of identity or atravel permit and any other documents
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8 CAP. 156] Immigration

establishing to the satisfaction of theimmigration officer the nationality and
identity of the person or personsto whomit refers;

“stowaway” meansany personarrivingin Belize on board any vessel who, by
secreting himsalf on board thevessdl, or by getting or remaining on board the
same without the consent of the owner, consignee, master or other person
entitled to givethat consent, has obtained a passage on the vessel without
having paidfor it;

“vessal” includesany steamship, ship, vessel, sloop, boat or other floating
craft and any description of aircraft, motor vehicleor any animal drawn cart.

(2) Forthepurposesof thisAct-

(@ aperson shall not be deemed to have acquired adomicil in
Belizeunlesshehasresided thereinfor at least two years
otherwisethan-

(i) under terms of conditional or temporary residence
permitted by thisAct or any other enactment in Bdlize;
or

(it) asaperson under detentioninaprison or reformatory,
or other placefor the reception of prisonersfound
guilty of offences; or

(iir) asaperson under detention in an orphanage, menta
hospital or aleprosy asylum;

(b) aperson shall be deemedto havelost hisdomicil in Belizeif
hevoluntarily goesand resides outside Belize (except for a
specia or temporary purpose) with theintention of making his
homeoutsde Belize; and“domiciled” shall haveacorres-

ponding meaning.
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(3) Forthepurposesof thisAct aperson shall be deemed to belong to
Bdize-

(@ if heisacitizen of Belize; or
(b) if heisaCommonweslth citizenand

0] wasborninBelizeor of parentswho at thetimeof his
birthweredomiciled or ordinarily resdentin Belize; or

(i) hasbeen ordinarily resident in Belize continuoudy for
aperiod of seven yearsor moreand sincethe com-
pletion of such period of residence hasnot been
ordinarily resident inany placeoutside Belize con-
tinuoudy for aperiod of sevenyearsor more;

Provided that any person who-

@ falswithinthedefinition of “convicted persons’ insection 2
of the Deportation (British Subjects) Act, the offencefor CAP 136.
which heisconvicted being onewhich, intheopinion of the
Minister, indicatesthat heisor hasbeen conducting himself in
amanner dangerousto peace, order and good government;
or

(b) falswithinthedefinition of “undesirablepersons’ insection2
of the Deportation (British Subjects) Act by reason of thefact  CAP.136.
that, inthe opinion of theMinigter, heisor hasbeen conducting
himself in a manner dangerous to peace, order or good
government,

shall not bedeemed to belongto Belize, if the Minister sodirects;
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10 CAP. 156] Immigration

4& 5Geo. 5, (©) if he has obtained the status of aBritish subject by reason of
c.17 thegrant by the Governor of acertificate of naturalisation un-
élc&Stz Geo. der the British Nationality and Statusof AliensAct 1914 or
T theBritish Nationdity Act 1948;
(d) if heisadependent of apersontowhom any of theforegoing
paragraphsapplies.

(4) Forthepurposesof thisAct, aperson shall bedeemedtobelongtoa
particular place outside Belizeif heisanational of the country or state of
which that placeformspart or of which it isadependency and-

(@ wasborninthat placeor of parentswho at thetime of his
birth were domiciled or ordinarily resident in that place; or

(b) isdomiciledinthat place; or

(©) hasbeen ordinarily resident inthat place continuoudy for a
period of seven yearsor more and since the compl etion of
such period of residence hasnot been ordinarily resident in
any other place continuoudy for aperiod of sevenyearsor
more; or

(d) isadependent of apersontowhom any of theforegoing
paragraphsapplies.

(5) For the purposes of this Act, aperson enters Belizeif hearrives
thereinby land, seaor air; and apersonleavesBdizeif hedepartstherefrom
by land, sea, or air.

Immigration 3.-(1) Thereshall beaDirector of Immigration and Nationality Services
officers. who shall beapublic officer appointed by the Governor-General actingin
12 of 1986. accordancewith theadviceof the PrimeMinister.
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Immigration [CAP.156 1

(2) Thereshal beappointed by the Public Services CommissionaSenior
Immigration Officer who shal, subject to thedirection of the Director of Immi-
gration and Nationality Services, exercisethe powersand perform thefunc-
tionsof the Director of Immigration and Nationality Services.

(3) ThePublic ServicesCommission shall appoint immigration officersfor
all or any specified part of Belizefor the purpose of carrying out the provisions
of thisAct. Animmigration officer may perform any function required to be
performed by the Director of Immigration and Nationdity Servicesif authorised
to do so by the Director of Immigration and Nationality Services.

(4) Any policeofficer shal, when called upon by animmigration officer,
render such assi stance assuchimmigration officer may need inthe performance
of hisfunctionsunder thisAct.

4.-(1) Everyimmigrationofficer shal havetheauthority and powersof apolice  General powers
officer toenforceany provision of thisAct, theregulationsor any order lawfully ~ of immigration
made under thisAct or theregulationsrelating to the arrest, detention and de- ggﬁg%
portation of any person. '

(2) Forthepurposesof subsection (1), every immigration officer may, in
casesof emergency, employ suchtemporary ass santsasheconsdersnecessary
toenablehimto carry out hisdutiesunder thisAct and theregulations, and such
temporary assistants shall, during their employment, have the authority and
powersreferred toin subsection (1), but no such employment shal continuefor
aperiod exceeding forty-eight hoursunless gpproved by the Minister.

(3) Everyimmigration officer hasthe authority to administer an oath and
take evidence under oath or affirmationinany matter arising under thisAct.

(4) Animmigration officer shal not discloseany information obtained by
virtueof thisAct directly or indirectly to any person except-
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@

()

the Minister or aperson authorised by himto be privy tothe
informetion; or

anofficid of theimmigration service.

(5) Forthepurposesof exercising hispowersand carrying out hisduties
under thisAct, animmigration officer may-

@

()

without awarrant enter upon and search any vehicle,
vessal, aircraft or other meansof conveyancein or
arriving or departing from Belize;

questionwithinthe scope of hisfunctionsunder thisAct
any person who desiresto enter or leave Belize or whom
hebelievesisin Belize otherwisethanin accordancewith
theprovisonsof thisAct.

Categories of 5.-(1) Subjecttosection 2 (3), thefollowing personsare prohibited
prohibited immigrants-

immigrants.

12 of 1986. @ any personwhoislikely if heentersBelizeto becomeacharge

()

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

on publicfundsby reason of infirmity of body or mind or of ill
health or whoisnot in possess on of sufficient meansto support
himself and such of hisdependantsasheshall bringwithhim
toBdlize

any idiot or any personwhoisinsaneor mentaly deficient or
any personwho isdeaf and dumb or deaf and blind, or dumb
and blind, unlessinany such caseheor aperson accompanying
him or some other person gives security to the satisfaction of
the Director of Immigration and Nationdlity Servicesfor his
permanent support in Belize or for hisremoval therefrom
whenever required by the Director of Immigrationand
Nationdlity Services,

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Immigration [CAP.156 13

(© any person certified by amedical practitioner to be suffering
fromacommunicablediseasewhich makeshisentry into Belize
dangerousto thecommunity;

(d)  anyStowaway;

(e any progtitute or homosexua or any personwho may beliving
on or receiving or may havebeen living on or receiving the
proceedsof prostitution or homosexua behaviour;

() thechildren under the age of sixteen years, being dependents
of aprohibitedimmigrant;

(9) any member of aclassof personsdeemed by theMinisteron  400f 1963.
economic groundsor on account of standard or habitsof lifeto
be undesirableimmigrantsand so declared by Order published
inthe Gazette,

(h) any personwho, frominformation or advicewhichintheopinion
of theMinister isrdiableinformation or advice, isdeemed by
theMinigter tobean undesirableinhabitant of or vistor to Belize;

() any person who, not having received afree pardon, hasbeen
inany country convicted of an offencefor which asentence of
imprisonment hasbeen passed and who for thisreasonis
deemed by the Minister to bean undesirableimmigrant;

() any person who hasbeen refused avisato enter Belizeby a
Belize Consular Officer, or inthecaseof acountry wherethere
isno Belize Consular Officer, then by the British Consular
Officer or by any person authorised by the Belize Government
togrant visasto enter Belize,
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400f 1963.

400f 1963.

12 of 1986.

CAP 103.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

(K)

()

(m)

(n)

personswho are engaged or at any time have been engaged
or are suspected on reasonable grounds of being likely to
engageinany unlawful giving, using or inducing other persons
touse, digtributing, selling, offeringto sdll or exposingfor sale,
buying, trading or traffickingindrugs,

persons concerning whom there are reasonable groundsfor
believing that they arelikely to engagein espionage, sabotage
or other subversiveactivity of any kind directed against Belize
or detrimental to the security of Belize;

personswho have been reasonably suspected of engagingin
treasonableactivitiesagaingt Belizeor of asssting her enemies
intimesof war;

any personwho entersor leavesBdizeor remainsin Belizein
contravention of any of theprovisionsof thisAct.

(2) Notwithstanding anything tothecontrary containedinthisAct, the
Minister may exempt any person fromthe provisionsof paragraphs(a) to
(g) of subsection (1).

(3) Noapped shdl lieagainst thedecision of theMinister inregard to
any of the persons mentioned in paragraphs(g), (h) and (i) of subsection (1),
unless such appeal bedirected toidentity only of the person affected by the

decison.

(4) Notwithstanding anything containedinthisAct, theMinister may
prohibit or permit theentry of any immigrant into Belize.

(5) Inthissection, “drugs’ meansany plant or substancethecultivation,
manufacture, transport, import, export, possession, saleor useof whichis
prohibited by theMisuseof DrugsAct.
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6.-(1) A magistrate who is satisfied that any expenses have been or will be ~ Recovery of
incurred by the Government of Belize in connection with the detention, ~ &XPENses '”]?””ed
mai ntenance, medica treatment or deportation of any prohibited immigrant and :Or; gmﬁcego
hiswife, children or other dependents, if any, may issueawarrant for thelevy of  immigrants
theamount by distressand sale of any movabl e property belonging to such

prohibited immigrant.

(2) Suchawarrant may be executed inthe same manner asawarrant for
thelevy of theamount of afine under the Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure)  cap 99.
Act.

(3) Thepartia recovery of expensesunder thisAct shdl not prejudicethe
ligbility of any surety for thebalance nor shall theissueor execution of awarrant
under such section be acondition precedent to theliability of asurety.

7. Thefollowing persons or classes of personsshall not be prohibited  Who are not

immigrantsfor the purposesof thisAct- prohibited
Immigrants.
12 of 1986.

@ personswho belong to Belize asdefined by section 2(3);
(b) personsin the service of the Government;

(© personswho cometo Belizeon official businesswiththe
Government;

(d) membersof Her Mg esty’sregular, nava, military or air forces,

(e personswho are duly accredited to Belize by or under the
authority of Her Mg esty or the Government of any foreign
state, and the staff of any such persons,

() the dependents of the personsenumerated in the previous
paragraphsof thissection;
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Passports.

400f 1963.
12 of 1986.

Entry permits.

(9 any other personsor classof personsto whomthissection
may be applied by regulation.

8.-(1) SubjecttothisAct andto any regulations made under this section,
every personentering or leaving Belize shal bein possession of avaid pasport
which heshdl present to theimmigration officer a aplaceof entry or departure
for examination and for making thereinthe appropriate entry:

Provided that in the case of personsunder sixteen yearsof agewho arenot
in possession of their own passportsthey must beincluded in the passport of
oneor other of their parents.

(2) A personentering Belizewithout apassport shall be deemedto bea
prohibited immigrant unlessand until heexplainswhy hehasno passport, and
establisheshisidentity and nationality, to the satisfaction of theimmigration
officer.

(3) TheMinister may, by regulations-

(@ order that the passport of anational of any foreign country
shall not be accepted unlessit bearsavisaissued by aBelize
Consular Officer or, inthe case of acountry wherethereisno
Bdlize Consular Officer, then by the British Consular Officer,
or by aperson authorised by the Belize Government to grant
visastoenter Belize;

(b) exempt any classof personsentering Belizefromtheprovisons
of thissubsection either unconditionaly or subject to such
conditionsasmay by such regulationsbeimposed.

9.-(1) Theprincipd immigration officer may issuetoany prospectiveimmigrant
apermit to enter or remainin Belize subject to such conditionsasto occupation,
Security to befurnished, or any other matter or thing astheprincipa immigration
officer may think expedient.
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(2) Uponarivad in Belize, theimmigrant shal forthwith present such entry
permit to theimmigration officer at the place of entry and if required to do so
producethe sum of money stated as security inthe entry permit.

(3) If animmigrant failsto furnish on demand the security required by
hisentry permit, hemay berefused leavetoland by theimmigration officer and,
if hearrivesby any vessel, the master of such vessel shall benotified of such
fact.

(4) If any immigrant after having been landed failsto comply withthe  1of 1966.
conditionsof the permit issued to himto enter or remainin Belize, heshall be
deemed to beaprohibited immigrant and may be dealt with assuch.

10.  Without prejudiceto any other provision of thisAct, apersonwho  Permanent
entered Belizeasaminor (whether legaly or illegally) and hasbeencontinu-  residency.
oudy residingin Belizefor aperiod of at least tenyearsshall bedligibletogpply ~ 110f199%.
for permanent residency.

11.-(1) Animmigrant for employment who hasbeen admitted onapermanent  Immigrantsfor
basisand the members of hisfamily who have been authorised to accompany ~ permanent

or joinhim shall not bereturned to their territory of origin or theterritory from %g}!‘gggﬁ
whichthey emigrated becausetheimmigrant isunableto follow hisoccupation '

by reason of illness contracted or injury sustained subsequent to entry, unless

the person concerned so desiresor aninternational agreement towhich Belize

isaparty so provides.

(2) Whenimmigrantsfor employment are admitted on apermanent basis,
uponarriva inBdize, theMinister may determinethat theprovisonsof subsection
(2) sndll takeeffect only after areasonable period which shall in no caseexceed
fiveyearsfrom thedate of admission of suchimmigrants.
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Revocation of
permits.
40 of 1963.

Kinds of
temporary permits.

(3) Forthepurposesof thissection, “immigrant for employment” meansa
person who migratesto thiscountry with aview to being employed otherwise
than on hisown account and includes any person regularly admitted asan
immigrant for employment.

12.-(1) A permit granted under this Act may at any time berevoked by the
Minister in hisdiscretion or by animmigration officer acting on thedirection of
theMinigter, and may a so berevoked wherethetermsof the permit so provide.

(2) Whereapermitisrevoked, theimmigrant may be arrested and brought
beforeacourt of summary jurisdiction to bedeat with for any infringement of
thisAct in respect of which hemay be charged:

Provided that the court may, if the permit was not revoked by or by the
direction of the Minister, order the permit to berestored and theimmigrant to
bereleased.

13.-(1) Thekindsof permitswhich may beissued to aperson entitling such
personto enter and remaintemporarily within Belize shall beasfollows-

(@ anintrangt permit;

(b) adependent’s permit;

(© atemporary employment permit;
(d) astudent’spermit;

(e aspecia permit;

)] avigtor’'spermit.
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(2) Theissueof any permit of akind mentionedinthissection, shal bein
the absol ute discretion of the Director of Immigration and Nationdity Services.

(3) If for any reason a permit isrevoked or cancelled or expiresor the  70of 1963.
person to whom such permit wasissued failsor neglectsto comply with the
provisionsthereof, such person shall be deemed to be aprohibited immigrant
and may be dealt with assuch.

14.-(1) Anintrangit permit may beissued by the Director of Immigrationand  Intransit permit.
Nationaltiy Servicesto any person who satisfies him that he desiresto enter

Bdizefor the purpose of passing through Belizeto adestination outsde Belize,

and that heisin possession of aticket entitling himto travel to hisdestination,

and of such valid documentsaswill permit him to enter the country of his

destination and isotherwise qualified under thelaw inforcein that country to

enter it.

(2) Anintrangt permit shall entitlethe holder to enter Belizeandtoremain
thereinfor such period not exceeding seven daysasmay be stated in the permit:

Provided that the Director of Immigration and Nationaltiy Servicesmay
fromtimeto timeextend such period if he considersit expedient to do so.

15.-(1) A dependent’spermit may beissued by the Director of Immigration  Dependent’s
and Nationality Servicesupon application by aresident of Belizeinrespectof ~ permit.

any person asto whomthe Director of Immigration and Nationdity Servicesis

satisfied that-

@ such personisadependent of such resident; and

(b) suchresident isableto provide and to continueto provide
adequate accommodation for such dependent; and

(© suchresident hasinhisownright and hisfull and freedigposition
an assured income sufficient adequately to maintain and to
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20 CAP.156] Immigration

continueto maintainthe dependent.
(2) A dependent’spermit shall entitlethe personin respect of whomthe
permit isissued to enter Belize within the period stated in the permit and to
remainthereinfor suchtimeonly as-

(@ theresident upon whose gpplicationthe permit hasbeenissued
remainsaresident of Belize; and

(b) such person remainsadependent of such resident.

Temporary 16.-(1) A temporary employment permit may beissued by the Director of
$pm'i‘:yme”t Immigration and Nationality Servicesto any personwho satisfiesthe Director

of Immigration of Nationality Servicesthat hewishesto enter Belizefor the

7 of 1963.

? purpose of employment thereand isthe person described in acurrent voucher
issuedfor the purposesof thissection by or on behdf of theMinister responsible
for Labour.

30f 1965. (2) A temporary employment permit shall entitlethe holder thereof to enter

Belizewithin the period stated in the permit, and to remain therein for the
purposeof engaging inthe empl oyment specified inthe permit for such period
asisstated inthe permit.

(3) TheDirector of Immigration and Nationality Servicesmay cancel a
temporary employment permit, if the person to whom such permit wasissued
fail sto take up such employment or to continuetherein.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsections (1) to (3), the
Director of Immigration and Nationality Services may, subject to such
conditionsashe may impose, permit the holder of atemporary employment
permit towork for anemployer other than theemployer specifiedinthe permit.

Student'spermit.  17.-(1) A student’s permit may be granted by the principal Director of
Immigration and Nationality Servicesto any person who satisfieshimthat he
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has been accepted asastudent by any training establishment in Belizeand that
suitablearrangements have been madefor hisaccommodationwhilst in Belize.

(2) A student’spermit shal entitlethe holder to enter Belizewithinthe period
stated in the permit and to remain therein for such period asis stated in the

permit.

(3) TheDirector of Immigration and Nationality Servicesmay cancel a
student’spermit, if the person to whom such permit wasissued failsto enter
and undergotraininginthetraining establishment for which he hasbeen accepted,
or having entered such training establishment, failsto remain or to beretained
asastudent therein.

18.-(1) A specia permit may beissued by the Director of Immigrationand  Specia permit.
Nationality Servicesto any person without prejudiceto the question whether
heisaprohibited immigrant, if he considerstheissueof suchapermit desirable-

(@ inorder to afford an opportunity of making inquiry for the
purpose of determining whether such personisentitledtoan
entry permit or isotherwise entitled to enter Belize under the
provisionsof any Act, order or regulation, or whether such
personisaprohibitedimmigrant;

(b) inorder to enable such person to enter Belizetemporarily for
the purpose of obtaining medical treatment for any contagious
or infectiousdisease from which such personissuffering; or

(© inorder to afford such person areasonabl e opportunity of
applying for and obtaining an entry permit other than aspecial
permit or of completing any immigration formdity; or

(d) inorder to afford timefor the Director of Immigration and
Nationdity Servicesto consider an application by aprohibited
immigrant for apermit to enter and remainin Belize.
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Visitor’spermit.

(2) A specia permit shall entitlethe holder thereof to enter Belize and
remain therein for such period not exceeding two monthsasisstated in such

permit:

Provided that the Director of Immigration and Nationality Servicesmay,
fromtimetotime, extend such period, if heconsidersit expedient to do so.

(3) A special permit may at any time be cancelled by the Director of
Immigration and Nationdity Services.

(4) A persontowhom aspecid permit hasbeenissued under paragraph
(b) of subsection (1) shall be subject to the observance of such conditionsas
aGovernment medical officer may think necessary for the protection of the
community, and any personfailingtocomply with, or observe, any such condition
shall bedeemed to have acted in contravention of thisAct.

19.-(1) A visitor’s permit may on application beissued by the Director of
Immigrationand Nationality Servicesto any prospectivevisitor to Belizewho

satisfiesthe Director of Immigration and Nationdity Servicesthat hewishesto
enter Belizefor the purpose of -

(@ spending aholiday; or
(b) travelling; or
(© temporarily carrying on any business, trade or profession; or
(d) investigating thepossibilitiesof settlementinBelize.
(2) A vigtor'spermit shdl entitletheholder toenter Belizewithintheperiod

stated in such permit and to remain therein for such period not exceeding six
months, asisstated in such permit:
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Provided that the Director of Immigration and Nationality Servicesmay
extend such last-mentioned period, if he considersit expedient to do so, for
any further period or periodsnot exceeding six monthsinthe aggregate.

(3) Itshall beacondition of issueof every visitor’s permit that the hol der
shall not accept employment within Belizewithout the permissioninwriting of
theMinister, andif the holder of any such permit accepts empl oyment without
such permission, heshall be deemed to haveacted in contravention of thisAct,
and thepermit may be cancelled by the Director of Immigration and Nationality
Services.

20.-(1) Any person may, asacondition precedent to theissue of any of the ~ Security.
permits enumerated above, be required by the Director of Immigration and
Nationality Servicesto deposit with him asum sufficient to defray the cost of

hismai ntenance and repatriation not exceeding onethousand two hundred dollars

inrespect of each permit so issued and any such deposit may, if necessary, be

used for the purpose of defraying any expensesincurred by the Government of

Bdlizein connection with themaintenance or repatriation of the personin respect

of whom theentry permit has been issued and hisdependents.

(2) A deposit made under subsection (1) shal, unlessthe personin respect
of whom the entry permit has beenissued isordered to leave or isdeported
from Belizeand themoney so deposited isused for the purpose of maintaining
or repatriating such person and his dependents, if any, be refunded to the
depositor when the Director of Immigration and Nationality Servicesissatisfied
that-

@ the person in respect of whom the deposit wasmade and
hisdependents, if any, areleaving Belize permanently; or

(b) the person in respect of whom the deposit was made has
entered Belizefor permanent res dence and hascompl eted three
yearsof resdencetherein since making hisdeposit.
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CAP. 99.

Re-entry permit.

Fingerprints may
be taken.

Conditions and
restrictions
relating to permits
and certificates.

(3) TheDirector of Immigrationand Nationality Servicesmay, inlieu of
requiring adeposit under subsection (1), require an applicant for an entry
permit or some other person on hisbehalf to give security with or without
suretiesin asum not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars by bond.

(4) A bond entered into under subsection (3) may be enforced beforeany
magi strate in the same manner as arecognizance under section 120 of the
Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) Act.

21.  TheDirector of Immigration and Nationality Servicesmay issueto
any diendomiciledin Bdizewho desiresto proceed therefromwith theintention
of returning thereto are-entry permit to enable such personto provetothe
satisfaction of aconsular officer or to animmigration officer on hisreturn that
heisnot aprohibited immigrant.

22. A persontowhomapermitisissued or whoisheldtobeaprohibited
immigrant shal, if sorequired by theimmigration officer, submit tohisfingerprints
being taken by theimmigration officer.

23.-(1) A person to whom a permit or certificate under this Act has been
granted shdl at al timesproduceit to any immigration officer or policeofficer
on demand, and shall not lend, transfer, or assign it to any other person.

(2) No person shall borrow or make use of apermit or certificatewhich
has been granted under thisAct to any other person.

(3) A person having in hispossession apermit or certificate appearingto
have been granted under this Act shall answer al questions put to himby an
immigration officer for the purpose of establishing hisidentity withtheperson
named inthe permit or certificateand shall, if so required by animmigration
officer, submit to hisfingerprintsbeing taken for that purpose.

70f 1987. (4) Any personwho contravenesthe provisionsof subsection (1), (2) or
(3) of thissection commitsof an offence.
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24.-(1) No person shall enter Belize el sewhere than at an approved port or  Duties of
placeof entry. immigrantson
entering Belize.
(2) A person entering Belize by seashall not disembark without the con-
sent of theimmigration officer and the master of the ship shall not allow any
such person to disembark without any such consent.

(3) Every personentering Belizeby land or ar shdl forthwith present himsdlf
totheimmigration officer at theplaceof arrival.

(4) Every personentering Belizeshdll truthfully answer al questionsput to
him by theimmigration officer for the purposesof thisAct, and shdl, if required
by theimmigration officer-

@ furnishtherequired security;
(b) fill out and sign adisembarkation card;
(© submit to be examined by amedical officer.

(5) Any person who refuses to answer al questions put to him by the
immigration officer for the purposesof thisAct, or whofallstofurnishtherequired
security onrequest, or who refusesto fill out and sign the disembarkation card,
or to submit to beexamined by amedical officer, if sorequired, shall berefused
leavetolandin Belizeandif hearrivesby any vessel themaster of such vessel
shall be served with anotice of such fact.

(6) Every personentering Bdizewhowilfully suppliesany faseinformation
inanswer to any question put to him by theimmigration officer for the purposes
of thisAct commitsan offenceand isliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding fivehundred dollars.

(7) Any persontowhom leaveto land hasbeen refused shall beremoved
from Belize by themaster of thevessel inwhich hearrived, or with the consent
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of animmigration officer, in another vessd within aspecified timeby theowner
or agent of thevessd inwhich hearrived:

Provided that where permission isgranted to the owner or agent tore-
move such person by another vessel, such owner or agent shall beheld re-
sponsiblefor the accommodation of such personuntil heleavesBelize.

(8) Any personwho contravenes subsection (1), (2) or (3) commitsan
offence.

25.-(1) The master of avessdl, arriving from any place outside Belize or
departing from Belize, shdl answer truthfully tothebest of hisahility al questions
put to him by theimmigration officer relating to the persons on board such
vessd, insofar asisnecessary for the purposesof thisAct, and, if sorequired,
furnishtheimmigration officer with alist signed by himsdlf of thenamesof al
such personsinthevessd, and such other information asmay berequired, and
every such person shall supply theinformation necessary for the purpose of
thelist.

(2) Any master who refuses to answer any such questions or who
knowingly and wilfully givesan untrueanswer thereto or who refusesto supply
such list commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding five hundred dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding Six
months.

26. Except asotherwise specially provided by thisAct, no prohibited
immigrant shal enter Bdlize, and animmigration officer shall causeaprohibited
immigrant entering or found within Belize (having entered after the commence-
ment of andin contravention of any of the provisonsof thisAct) to beremoved
therefrominthemanner hereinafter provided.

27.-(1) Animmigration officer who decidesthat apersonisaprohibited
immigrant may-
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(@ order himtoleave Belizeand proceed immediately inthesame
vess inwhichhearrived; or

(b) order himtoleave Bdizewithin sixty daysof entering Belize,
and, if theimmigration officer thinksfit, by aspecified vessd;
or

(© cause himto be arrested and brought beforeamagistrate’s
court withaview to an order being madefor hisremoval:

Provided that the Minister or any immigration officer acting under the  400f 1963.
directionsgenera or specia of the Minister may grant apermit to aprohibited
immigrant to enter and remainin Belize, subject to such conditionsasto duration,
place of residence, occupation, furnishing of security, or any other matter or
thing, whether similar to those enumerated above or not, asmay be deemed
expedient.

(2) No prohibitedimmigrant shal haveany right of gppedal againstanorder  7of 1963.
under subsection (1) (a) or (b).

28.-(1) Whenever any personisdetained, restricted or arested asa prohibited ~ Appeal against
immigrant, noticeof that fact and thegrounds of detention, restrictionor arrest ~ detention of a

: ; : : prohibited
shall begiven by the officer to such person in the prescribed form. immigrant,

70f 1963.
(2) If suchnoticeisgivenwithin saven daysof thearrival of theimmigrant,

theimmigration officer giving such noticeshdl dsoinform, if known, themaster
or local agent or owner of thevessal by whichtheimmigrant arrived that such
notice hasbeen given.

(3) Every immigrant to whom such notice hasbeen given may apped toa
summary jurisdiction court.

(4) Noticeof the appeal must be given to the court and to theimmigration
officer within seven daysof the service of thenotice of theimmigration officer
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ontheimmigrant.

(5) Pending the hearing of an appeal by asummary jurisdiction court, no
warrant shall beissued or enforced for theremoval asaprohibited immigrant
of the person so appealing but should it be held on the hearing of any such
apped that the gppellant isaprohibited immigrant awarrant for theremoval of
theprohibitedimmigrant shal issue.

(6) No appeal shall lieby or on behalf of an alien from the order of the
summary jurisdiction court made under thissection:

Provided that the Minister may, on an application madeto him by such
dien, review thedecison of the summary jurisdiction court and, if satisfied that
the applicant isnot aprohibited immigrant, order him to be rel eased from
detention, restriction or arrest.

29.-(1) Whenever aprohibited immigrant isordered to leave Belize or has
delivered anotice of appeal or security asrequired to begivenin respect of an
immigrant, theimmigration officer may grant apermit for theimmigrant to
remainin Belizefor solong asthe officer considersnecessary.

(2) Instead of granting the permit or on revocation or expiration of the
permit, theimmigration officer may causetheimmigrant to bearrested and
brought before amagistrate who may either order the permit to be granted,
restored or renewed and theimmigrant to berel eased, or order theimmigrant
to bedetainedin custody until an opportunity occursfor himto leave Belize,
or until the matter isdisposed of, asthe case may be.

30.-(1) Subject tothisAct, and to thetermsof any permit granted hereunder,
asummary jurisdiction court may, on application madetoit by animmigration
officer, order any prohibited immigrant to beremoved from Belizeand to be
detained in custody until such remova:
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Provided that no applicationfor an order shall beentertainedinthecaseof  7of 1987.
aCommonwed th citizen, not being apersonwho entered Bdlizein contravention
of section 24 (1) or who, on entering Belize, contravened or failed to comply
with section 24 (2) or (3), unlessthe applicationismade-

(@ if heentered Belizein accordancewith apermit granted
under sections 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, withintwo years
after theexpiry of such permit;

(b) inany caseinwhich an appea hasbeen madeto asummary
jurisdiction court or the Supreme Court, withintwo yearsafter
the determination of the appedl.

(2) Animmigrant who is ordered to be removed from Belize shall be
removed-

(@ to the place whence he came, or to any place to which he
consentsto beremoved,

(b) if heisaCommonwealth citizen, toaplacein somepart of the 7 of 1987.
Commonwesalthtowhich hebelongs; or

(© if heisnotaCommonwed th citizen, to someplaceinthecountry 7 of 1987.
towhich hebelongs.

(3) Wherean immigrant ordered to beremoved isserving asentenceof ~ 120f 1986.
imprisonment, theMinister may givedirectionsasto whether thewholeor what
part of the sentenceisto be served before removal, and in default of such
directions, theimmigrant shall beremoved after completion of hissentence.

(4) Animmigrant ordered to beremoved may be placed onboard asuitable
vessd by any policeofficer or immigration officer, and may belawfully detained
in custody on board so long asthe vessel iswithin the territorial waters of
Bdize
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(5) The expenses of passage of aprohibited immigrant and his depen-
dents(if any) ordered to be removed from Belize shall be payablefromthe
publicfundsof Belizein sofar asthey arenot defrayed by theimmigrant and
hisdependentsor their sureties.

7 of 1987. (6) No appesal shdl lieby or on behalf of an alien against aremoval order
made by asummary jurisdiction court:

Provided that the Minister may, on an application madeto him by such
aien, review theorder of the summary jurisdiction court and if satisfied that
theapplicant isnot aprohibited immigrant, rescind theremoval order.

Warrantto 31.  Themaster of any vessel may, on the desertion of any seaman or the
convey prohibited | anding of any stowaway or prohibitedimmigrant from hisvessdl, apply toa
Immigrantback on - yanjitrate for awarrant to arrest and convey back on board thevessel such

vessdl. seaman, ssowaway or prohibited immigrant, and themagistrate shdl grant the
application unlessthere are special reasonsfor not doing so, and the master
shdl notincur any liability at law for anything done by virtue of suchwarrant.

Offences by 32.-(1) Any magter of avessal who knowingly suffersany prohibited immigrant

persons permitting  who arrivesin such vessel to land therefrom contrary to the provisionsof this

prohibited Act commitsan offence.

1 mmlgrantsto

land.

7 of 1987. (2) Any personwho knowingly landsor procuresto belanded or who
adsor assgtsinlanding any prohibited immigrant contrary to the provisonsof
thisAct commitsan offence.

(3) Any prohibitedimmigrant who knowingly andwilfully landsor suffers
himself to belanded contrary to the provisonsof thisAct commitsan offence.

Dutiesof 33.-(1) No person shall leave Belize el sewhere than through an approved

emigrantsleaving  port or place of departure.

Bdize
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(2) Every person departing from Belize shall present himself to theimmi-
gration officer at the port or place of departure.

(3) Every persondeparting from Belizeshd | truthfully answer al questions
put to him by theimmigration officer for the purposesof thisAct and shall fill out
and signtheembarkation card if required to do so.

(4) Any personwho refusesto answer such questions put to him by the
immigration officer for the purposesof thisAct, or who knowingly and wilfully
gives any untrue answer thereto, or who refuses to fill out and sign the
embarkation card if required to do so, commits an offence and isliable on
summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollars.

34.-(1) Any person who, for the purpose of entering Belizeor of remaining  Offences and
therein, or of assisting any other personto enter Belizeor toremaintherein,in  penalties.

contravention of thisAct- 7 0f 1987.
(@ fabricates or falsifiesany passport, permit, certificate or other
document; or
(b) uses, uttersor attemptsto useor utter-
()] any passport, permit, certificate or other document
which hasnot beenissued by lawful authority or which
heisnot entitled to use or utter; or
@i any fabricated or falsified passport, permit, certificate
or other document, knowing it to have been fabricated
orfadgfied,
commitsan offence.
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(2) Any personwho-
(@ makes astatement which to hisknowledgeisuntrueina

()

©

(d)

©

(f)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

declaration required to be made by an applicant for theissue
of atemporary permit tofacilitatehimto travel totheMexican
and Guatemal an townsand villages as agreed between the
Government of Belizeand the Governments of Mexico and
Guatemalg; or

obstructs, hindersor opposesan immigration officer or police
officer inthe execution of hisduty under thisAct; or

without lawful excuseknowingly harboursor conceds-

(i) any other personwhoiswithin Belizein contravention
of thisAct; or

(ii) any other personwho, having entered Belize under
theauthority of apermitissued under thisAct, has
contravened or failed to comply with any condition
subject towhich the permit isgranted; or

falsto comply with or contravenesthe conditionsunder which
any permit, certificate or other document hasbeenissuedto
himunder thisAct; or

being aprohibited immigrant, disembarksin Belizewithout
previoudy obtaining apermit issued under thisAct; or

contravenesor failsto comply with any of the conditions
subject to which any permit has been granted under thisAct;
or
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(9) directly or indirectly, ingtigates, commands, counsdls, procures,
solicitsor inany manner purposdly aids, facilitates, encourages
or promotesthe commission of any offenceunder thisAct,
whether by hisact, presence or otherwise; or

(h) employsany personwhoisnot in possessonof anemployment  7of 1963.
permit, 70of 1987.

commitsan offence.

(3) Any personwho commitsan offence against any of theprovisionsof ~ 7of 1987.
thisAct for whichno pendty isprescribed shal beliableon summary conviction
to afinenot exceeding fivethousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not
exceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment:

Provided that the punishment for thefirst offenceunder thisAct shdl not be
lessthan afine of onethousand dollars, and the punishment for asecond or
subsequent offence under thisAct shdl not belessthan afineof threethousand
dollarsor imprisonment for oneyear.

Provided further that where aperson isfound guilty of the offence of ~ 170f 1999.
employing aperson whoisnot in possession of an employment permit, contrary
to subsection (2) (h) of thissection, the Court shal, inaddition to the pendties
prescribed above, order that the employer shall pay the expenses of removing
suchimmigrant fromBelize,

(4) Without prejudiceto any other offence created by thisAct, itishereby  Strictliability
declared that the offence under subsection (2) (h) of employingapersonnotin ~ offence.
possession of an employment permit shall bean offenceof strict liability andin 7 ©f 1987
any prosecution for such offence-

()] it shal not be necessary for the prosecutionto prove
that the accused person had knowledgethat the

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



34

CAP. 156] Immigration

employeewasnot in possession of an employment
permit; and

(ii) it shall not beadefencefor the accused personto
provethat he had no such knowledge.

Forfeiture. (5) Whereany personisconvicted of an offence or of an attempt to

70f 1987. commit an offence or of soliciting or inciting the commission of an offence
under this Act and the court by which such personisconvicted findsthat any
vehicle, vessel or aircraft was used or employed by such person in the
commission, or to facilitate the commission, of the offence of which heis
convicted, such vehicle, vessd or aircraft shall beforfeited.

7 of 1987. (6) Theowner of any such vehicle, vessdl or aircraft in respect of which
an order of forfeiture hasbeen made under subsection (5) shall haveall the

CAP9L rights of appeal of an accused person under Part X of the Supreme Court of
Judicature Act.

70of 1987. (7) For the purposes of this section, “vehicle’, “vessel” or “aircraft”
respectively includeeverything containedin, being on or attachedtoany vehicle,
vessal or aircraft, asthe case may be, whichin the opinion of the court forms
part of the equipment of such vehicle, vessd or aircraft.

Penalties on 35. Every airline, or the master of avessd, or thedriver of avehicle, who

publiccarriersfor  pringsanimmigrant into Belize contrary to theentry requirementsand other

bringingillegal provisionsof thisAct or the regul ations made thereunder, commitsan offence

'égggamsm and the court shall, in addition to any other punishment specified by law, upon

17 of 1999. conviction order the convicted person to pay the expensesof removing such
immigrant fromBélize.
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36.-(1) Every sowaway commitsan offenceand may belanded withthepermis-  Punishment of
sion of the principal immigration officer for the purpose of being prosecuted ~ Stowaway.
and, in addition to any other penaltiesimposed by thisAct, shall beliableon

summary convictiontoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding three months.

(2) A stowaway not belonging to Belize may be deported therefrom upon
theorder of the convicting magistrate at the expense of the master or owner of
the vessel by which hewas brought to Belize, and the imprisonment under
subsection (1) shall ceasefor the purpose of carrying out that order.

(3) Thedetention of astowaway shall not be deemed to beillegal if such
detentionisno longer than isreasonably necessary for the purpose of handing
him over to apoliceofficer.

(4) Any policeofficer may apprehend astowaway without awarrant for
the purpose of taking him beforeamagistrate.

(5) When apersonischarged before any court asbeing astowaway, the
onus shall be upon that person to prove the consent of the owner, charterer,
consignee or master of thevessdl or other person entitled to giveconsent to his
obtaining apassage upon thevessdl.

37. A persondetainedincustody under thisAct but not servingasentence  Place of
of imprisonment may be so detained either in Her Majesty’sprisonorinany  detention.
place gppointed for the purposeby theMinigter, but if detainedinHer Mgesty’s 400f 1963.
prison heshall betreated asaperson awaitingtrial.

- . Evidence and
38. Inany proceedingsunder thisAct- burden of proof.

_ 400f 1963.
@ the burden of proof that the person charged belongsto Belize

or that heisnot likely to becomeacharge on public fundsshdl
be upon that person;

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



36 CAP. 156] Immigration

(b) adocument purporting to bearemoval order madeunder this
Act shdl, until the contrary isproved, be presumed to besuch
anorder; and

(©) any order made under thisAct shal be presumed, until the
contrary isproved, to have been validly madeand to have
been made on the date upon which it purportsto have been

made.
Power to make 39. The Minister may makeregulations-
regulations.
400f 1963.

(@ prescribing the portsor places of entry or exit;

(b) prescribing thetimes, placesand conduct of theinquiry or
examination, medical or otherwise, of personsentering or
desiring to enter Belize or who being found therein are sus-
pected of being prohibitedimmigrants;

(©) prescribing listisof communicablediseases, theafflictionwith
whichwill render aperson aprohibited immigrant;

(d) governing the permitsand the certificateswhich may beissued
under thisAct, the conditionsupon which any such permit or
certificateshal beissued, the circumstancesunder which they
may be cancelled and thefeeswhich may becharged for any
such permit or certificate;

) regarding theamount and nature of the security to befurnished
for theduecarrying out of any conditionsupon whichapermit
to enter and residefor aspecified period may beissuedtoa
prohibitedimmigrant;
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() prescribing theformsof warrants, permits, certificatesor other
documentsto beissued or used or of the declarationsto be
made or of the booksto be kept for the purposesof thisAct,
and the particularsto beinserted in any such document,
declaration or book;

(9) generdly for the better carrying out of the objectsand purposes
of thisAct.

40. No stamp duty shall be payablein respect of any deed executed in  Deeds free of
pursuanceof thisAct. stamp duty.

41. NothinginthisAct shall affect the operation of the AliensActorthe  Saving.

Deportation (British Subjects) Act. CAP.159.
CAP 136.

42.  All prosecutionsunder thisAct and regulations made hereunder shall ~ Who may

be made by the Director of Immigrationand Nationality Servicesor by the  institute.

Senior Immigration Officer, or by any other person authorisedinwriting by the ~ Prosecutions.

Director of Immigration and Nationaity Services.
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